
This is my last column of the year for Complete Nutrition and I’ve really enjoyed keeping you all

up to date on everything BAPEN. My first year as BAPEN President has been an eventful one and

after many years involvement with the work we do, I am relishing the opportunity to lead this

amazing organisation. I thought it would be good to provide a round-up of the year, so that you

can all see what our priorities have been and how we believe we have made a difference in 2019.
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UK Malnutrition Awareness Week 

In my last column I outlined the amazing response and outputs we

had from UK Malnutrition Awareness Week. I mentioned that the data

collection survey was a huge success this year and we had over 1200

data entries to the screening portal which is phenomenal. Thank you

again to everyone who completed the survey and supported this

year to make it a success.

Collaboration with ASPEN

In recognition of Malnutrition Awareness Week, we were delighted

to collaborate with the American Society for Parenteral and Enteral

Nutrition (ASPEN) to share insights, learnings and best practices in

the form of a webinar. BAPEN is dedicated to nurturing the relationship

to mutually benefit both organisations and extend the global reach of

our shared malnutrition messages. Together we can help to improve

awareness and understanding of malnutrition amongst relevant

audiences leading to positive outcomes both in the UK and the US.

Parenteral nutrition and Calea

During the summer it emerged that patients dependent on home

parenteral nutrition were experiencing delays in vital deliveries due to

MHRA restrictions placed on Calea. BAPEN has been working closely

with the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) and NHS

England; several members of the BAPEN Executive team have joined

a national clinical advisory group to support Trusts and nutrition teams

as they work hard to support their patients at such a difficult time.

BAPEN spokespeople took part in a number of media interviews and

will continue to make our presence felt in seeking a resolution to ensure

the safe supply of nutrition therapy to those patients who need it.

Annual conference

Our annual conference took place in beautiful setting of Belfast from

26th-27th November where we also hosted our teaching day on the 25th.

I particularly enjoyed our opening symposium ‘Good morning

BAPEN live from Belfast!’ where we covered how we are tracking

against our five-year plan, our goals and, importantly, what role

members can take in helping us achieve these. It was great to sit down

with some of our key representatives and talk about all the different

aspects of our work, and how they fit together. And we enjoyed

launching our new ‘This is us’ animation!

Making its debut at conference this year was the Nutrition Village.

Practical workstations were set up to demonstrate clinical procedures

and we had experts giving their top tips. We received some fantastic

feedback on this and hope to have it again next year. For the second

year running we had a social media hub at conference which gave

us a chance to showcase the amazing success of our Malnutrition

Awareness Week and also celebrate a special birthday - ‘MUST’ being

sweet sixteen!  

BAPEN was proud to present the inaugural award in honour of

Professor Ronald G. Clarke at this year’s conference which recognised

the best poster abstract. We also paid tribute to Professor John

Lennard-Jones.

My sincere thanks go to everyone who contributed and everyone

who attended to what was a fantastic conference in Belfast. Here’s

looking looking forward to the conference in Brighton on the 17th and

18th November in 2020. Save the date!

ONCA Conference, 19-20th November

We were delighted to host this year’s ONCA conference in Cambridge

and I was honoured to open the conference along with Professor Olle

Ljungqvist, Chair of the European Nutrition for Health Alliance (ENHA).

The theme of this year’s ONCA conference was ‘Co-creating the

Patient Nutritional Pathway’ and the aim was to extend the reach of our

call to action for further improvements to a different and wider audience.

The conference brought together delegates from all over Europe

to discuss best nutritional practice. It was a truly collaborative event

and an excellent platform to discuss best practices between the UK

and other European countries. 

BAPEN membership

2020 is looking very bright for BAPEN and I predict that our

organisation will continue to grow, make allies, and make a mark.

I would like to take the opportunity to encourage anyone who isn’t

a BAPEN member yet to consider it as a new year’s resolution!

Uniting and working together is key to our success in achieving good

nutritional care for everybody.
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